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227 Ia0t ffiroaiJ Street (EljEfiantng, ilictftgan 4BB1B

845-3211

I hare been asked to participate in the Chesaning Public Library

Oral History Project. I hare agreed t« a tape recording between

a library representatiye and myself. I take this opportunity te

assure you that these recordings are the property »f th« library

and its historical collection, for use as the library sees fit,

and I agree that no monetary consideration need be paid me.
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'î

Xi
rCi 4-"J
r-l .,-i

™> ;?-
O
is- rC

CD
f-l +3
C1 ) '̂"i

Xi •.--!
4-3 cd
o ^
^ jr^ c.;

>5 CC) -l-l
t.::-H

" " 4 - 3 r ,o
o cd

rC'
o ;-i f-i
M C,j
H r-t CH
cd -H
•3 43 £

Ci O
!-H ^ i-H

CJ
r-!
T3
rO'
•r-i

r~1

CD
Xl
H->

0
t^,
CD
Xl

C

b̂
4-5

Ci
;r-
O

rc5

CO
cd

4.3
I-H

*
43

CO

?
r--l

4 '̂
td

•<
CQ
CD
r-l
• H

r^
o
&
4J

CD
X'

4J

to
•-J
S

.0
•r"!

r-l
r-l

CD
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V:-:"burned in 1925- We didn't live there then. Our sen, Glen, was one

old and we lived clown north of town at that time. It burned the same day

that the Agnew Buildings burned.

Did you say you graduated from high School hers? e,
XJO^

Yes, I graduated in 1>14, 1 always went to school down hereJ I never

started any other place, although I could have gone to the Vvestfall

School or the Frink School because the farm out there was in those three

districts,' Ky father had gone to school in town and he was quite educa -

tional minded and he thought it would be better for us to go to school in

town. It v/as, I'm sure.

What did you do after you got out of school?

Well I stayed to home some of the time, but I worked at the Burke Store,

for A .11. Burke .

What kind of a store was that?

It was a general store, he had groceries and dry goods. It was where

Cowman's Store is now, on the corner, where the grocery store is. The

grocery was back of the dry goods store when I worked there. I worked

there for a while until 1920 I would say, 1922, very near 1922. 1 had

learned to sew in the meantime, because my mother could sew but she

couldn't sew fast enough to suit me and I liked clothes real well. You

couldn't buy clothes like you can now, already made, So 1 learned to
••>>*.**

sew, And also one of the things I did was go to the library, as long ago
„ ,-, J- v, _ -i.cj. o u i la. \>.

Where was this Library, Mrs. Potter?

Well, it was down very near the bridge, very small. There were not very

Was it a public Library?

Yes, it was a public Library, but very few books compared with what the

one is now,, and you had to pay so much a week or a. month,"or every three

months, something like that.

Would it be a Township Library?

No, Chesaning Library.

Ghesaning Library.

1 don't'think they had any help from, outside.

Y o u m e an f i nan c i a 1 li e lp.
Financial help, no.

And."'did they have a librarian?

They must have had, but I can't remember who it was or anything like that.

^i icnow that we could go in there and get books when I wanted tY>, and I read

every book there was in there 1 think. The School also had a pretty good

j-iDra.iy j_or biiau time.
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part time. 1 clerked sold"dry good$, men's furnishings, and also helped
sewing came in handy; and after I got

more

and by that time I got so i could afford to spend a little money on

materials and so I had lots cf fun malting clothes for the grandchildren.

In Joii-C the V/.S.C.S. Wa.s formed at the Church and I was Secretary for one
year, then I "became President of the women's Society and I was the President

for four years from 19̂ 1-45. From then on I was some kind of officer, of
one kind or another for 23 years. At that tirne 1 began to get older and

my health was not so good so I haven't done so much lately.

What do you do now for a hobby?
I still sew some, but not so very much, and I knit, I don't crochet, but
I've knit probably a dosen sweaters. Other than that I read.

Just like you used to.
Just about like I used to.
I notice you have a cactus that's blooming. Yes, just that one blossom.
Here it is June, and it's a Christmas cactus. It don't know what day of
-i-v^ -_,.,,-, v, • -f- • r-, ~ r~* r-,-.- ' -;- •v.-.n ' ,,--,. mi-,.-.-!- » <••< -~/̂ ~i/-.+ '-, •! -s-, r~ '-• «••- ̂  ---, + !.-,-,-<- * ̂  -->-'.'-, l̂  <-v 1 Tuj.-c- jSctJ- IT .:-.o) _L con o oexxevBt .!.iiciij s someuning a.ga.in, ~iidb ta prouaDJLj
sixty years old. Aunt IZmma Fox brought that ..̂ ssfe from, (should be Washington;

when she came back from (should be Washington) in 1910. My grandmother had
it, Aunt 'Lizzie Brigham had it, my mother had it, and now I've got it.

You repot it once in a while?

Once in a while, now it's in a bushel basket. It's got so big that we

can't carry it outdoors. It's too heavy for us to handle, It's kind of a
dj.rty plant because dust gets on it you see, and it's awfully hard to clean.

All you can do is run the vacuum sweeper over it with a brush and it don't
take it off. If:~T could take it outdoors and put it under the eaves it
would wash it off.

There aren't very many house plants around that are that old are there?

Well it's going to bloom for you anyway*'1-? You don't care if it is June.
I was surprised. It was supposed to have quit long ago, but just Sunday
we saw that there.

Did it bloom at Christmas time?

Yes it started in about Christmas time, but it didn't have as many blossoms

as it should have had really, I guess it's getting to old to blossom, you
know.

Probably getting kind of tired,

I think so, sort of like its owner.

Well this has been very interesting. Is there anything else, any special
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