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^-v .-"ju
i'ou know, hirs. Babicn, I told you I was go in?: to ccra£ back and ash

do a tape or. the liV rary, so we'll do that tape today if ;,cu would t*.
That will' be just fine. i"y knowledge of the earliest of Chosanin; Li
history is taken from the eld files of the Ghesaninp Arrus. Tn every

community there's always a fow people who are rlad. to read books and/or

magazines, but not alway- able to purchase and keep them.
1880*G, when my father was in a general store and lived at 227 3.
3treet with rny mother and two brothers, they took the then popular

Pierson's Magazine. It seemed the neighbors all knew the day it arri .

and vied vdth. each other to borrow it as soon as my folks had read it.
With ***»• several short stories* the serial, alonr with the popu] ir
patterns, it made splendid reading. At that t.U'te, the towhshij

library that was sent la snail numbers, alont with a bookca:
school district. These were stored in homer; in the district for :
of the peopl*. Each school had its own separate library for tl chil< • .
While I was in the lower grades, trie Chesanirv; 3choo3. ad a cuite^l^
library and I still have a book that they had printed naming all th\

books and authors of the tine. In thelBv'G's the Village ladie;
a Literary Lociety and .;ad several amusements for the public in order '

raise funds to purchase current books. In ti;?c there were enough tc
a bookcase in some business place in town, arv1 at certa.1 nKa librarii

would be present to open for any of the members to borrow books. *« Th

late 90*s brought many v\oir.en to join the Literary Grou].i The Ch saning

Argus published a woman's supplement edition with its regular paper

every woman in the ^roup was given soraethinr special to do. Ky mot.ji ,
Juliette ,̂.Li2,a Wai "iron was chairman of the Literary Group and as,:.'.

different ladies to -ebjccty pertaining; to them. They were a.'-'filiat.
with the Jtate federation. Then came the first V/orld ,,ar, and in I'.,""
all reading .vas given up to do v/ar work by everyone. It was in the

l>20's v.hen a ^roup of young married women started a Drama Club a ' let

in the afternoon. At tl-.is time I was working in the shoe :-,tc!-e owned ar '
operated by ray husband and I. Several times I was invite-' to b<
at last Anna Nason invited me to her home and the temptation wai si • ; '
that 1 went. Thir; \̂ as a delightful time. After a time 1 persuade
to have evening meetings, and they elected me Secretary, a ;jeh

several years. In 1736 Miss Frisch, who was then Count:' - , ool '.' ' •
sioner in SaMnaw County, brought a .,:-;roup of books tc the old Council
roomsin the v;ater work;:; bv.ildin;; er: Pine Street, where h.,...;.'•*:

stands. In l/3^» ir. Cvteber, we opened in Pe-et Center with a. S

shelves for these books. The water works ^uildin^; v/as anything '- •'• .

int place tc he in, v-ocause it was piled fvl], o-p ode! t! '



(hjuncil used from tim<; to time, or the Village used from tine t-»' 1..>-
.

time, and the Council -a en net there, but the hooks that we

not very desirable books, and they were old books, all of

down one day and Helen Y/alker Fessin^er was the librarian at

ing for the ;;YA. Then I was just horrified at the condition that thi

were in and at that ti.r.:c I was President of the Chesanin£ ...tudy 31ut anc

decided that the Study Club should ret behind it. So the; fully a

each one of us went out and we tried to get donations and did cveryti

that we posoililuj. could tc further our cause and f;et. some things. In

v/e opened at Poet's Co.rununlty Center. ',Vc wont to the Oc r . and as]

tiem for shelves to bo put up in one of the Council roo-s, or one of

feet Community Center rooms. They said that they didn't want t i c .

books up there. ,<ell v/e promised then that if the.-, would ;riv.. us a

chance, we would have new volumes to put :i.r and we v;oul:1 havt a df, •

collection of books for them to serve, and in a months t<

more shelves to be built anJ now we had about 1C'." ,..icod be >'<s. T',- I.TA

girls who v.'orVod for ua v/e re Melon ""os^inger, "'iarf.arc'!: ;Donagh / ,

nov^ of California, Dorothy Feurstcin ^da;ns, of :"Jt. Charles, Uariar

Knczvich an • sister :}oraiu\ Knci-.Wicii C]-;lud.il, all pal- ' „ u:hc ! .

and later by the -IA.

l-.'Trs. lalion, was ':hio a public Libraryt cou.l'-1 anybody use

Tiiio was a public lib;raryt ever^'r-ody could cone in, and we w< re '•.•• Li '

to i;.ave everybody use it that could possibly come. The officers < " '.
\.

Study Club acted as the- Library "-.card and after Ka.be 11 ":abion v;as: tl

par:-t i resident ;3^e tcoK *& over as ^resident of the rroup each year. Cur

monies cane from thf- .i'-ate Penal Fines, froin donations, from ^ales ef :•!
'̂̂i.'K̂books and magazines. Dur-in^" the summer, only on Siiurdays from J tc ;".

rabors of the . ..Vs tool-: over, and in October, I"';, the 'fii'h '.v-,

"":essinr;er the job of librarian at 5--91 an hour, 3 hours • .... ,

ly^2 our first State Ixr.a.'] i™ation Tax money came in. Thr Village

v;as now alont ?OC, and our Tour-si. Ip population v;as 3 .. , Our teacher;

be^an to bring the school children into the library for boo^c. The

paid Helen until January of 10/13 and we had asked lodges, patrons,

the Village until v/e had money to pay Helen until she was offeree! a

better job in June of l''!/!-3« lire. Mary Rinrjler came to assist until fa

then ;.:isc Lulu ;ner took over until her health failed her a

Moveinbor she quit. Donna iCetchum now took ovex-, anJ with Margar* '

Brainerd, Donna Eastwood i-rown, Doris Potter Tessln and Jean :. ,

were able tc keep open a few days- a week. In May of ''',;.': . ' ; . - , Rcl

became our j-J-brariar. This was a red letter day for our 1 1 ] "ary. I .

of members appeared before the Tov,r.sh5p Toj-rd in March of i:';^, a



. '. '- • A -c. -

quarter of a -r.il tax be pu'!" on the ballot for the library f u n d s .

now quote from the A i f u o of ^aroh 7, 1>^!5. "tfabcll Eabion presentee

matter of askinf the Tovvnikip Poard to put the matter of a qua:

rail tax before tno v\s on Apri l 2, for a. Township-Village library

the Study Club endorse, er su^ . l;icn and the pet i t ion .-. ; . . ..1 L A .

The Club adks everyone to vote yes on the quest ion".

the quote f rom the art icle. Then the otudy Glut endorses

Library. I now quota f rom the ^r£.us of ^larch 7 under tae heading: As)

Vote on Library Kelp: "Petitions ax in circulation fo r a township

a quarter of a mil ai,;" and under this was pr in ted and I quo t e , , " i c

are in circulation eeckiiv rdrnatures to the C; ; r - . : ;aninf r Township EC

ing the question of a Tovvruhip levy of | m i l to be put on the ballot ^p j

Such money, if vo ted , V e for the Cheaaninr Li bra.t-y w h i c h sir*.

Village and the Town^.-i j . , and during the last f e w years ha; apj

its boo}"s and service. It is hoped if the appropriat ion

people tha t the library can be kept open much rnorr t h a h it is pose i ,v."

Burinr. the time following that we v.c.rked hard !,o get the quar" .r .... il.

tax on the v o t u , a:r.: we -.•-/oi-ked iard to t ct everybody • * : • • .: t,

but wo had quite a lit of hclp and they ccns .Ldt . iod that^vfcry}taxpay<.

be abue..;.je1 ' per' thousand dollar^! valuation. The Ch.esanii lub,

the Chari- .bor of Coiurjiri^c;.-: and many other groups had endorsed the p^ .

quest ion is ...iiiiply yes or- no whether it will pai.:. or no1 , , "rt4; this rco.

and bince the creation M / ee t Community Cen te r , the Vj . i l , • as

the Library v\i th its headquarters, heal; and 11; l . t . It is l o p e d

milla^e appropriation is passed tc kapp the Lib"ury open all chool a; s,

noon hourii, and afternoons of each wed; da;/, to buy more books, r... .

enlarge the headqua -terij that the Village if} r nakinc possible."

Aiv 'UL , of Aj.'j. 'il 5» the firat page, firtrt colu;:n note:-: that low '

Llbiary aid, The ballo-i is 167 tc 135 and this means adc • • , •_ .• . .

the Town^hi i anc the votoT'; , ." 1 lanu for enlar/^in^ now

we corvt5 riu.;." en until u one room in the Peet Community . . -' i •.. ,

email tha/: v.'e ho.6 no rr.ore roon I'.w build anyti.Vrv except a me ,'eabic ' . "
ca.sc; on rol] TS. .^o -,\e bu i l t that and we had no sore room tc buJ ; ,. > ..

cai.es. At t : i j ti:..-- tiv^.S'-'.al L f ront room that was left, for a , , . ; r ; "

in tht. front part of^this partition was taken out and our libra .. ja

as :r:ur.].. aj A!aa possible. Then -.0 even ::;ot money frc:n the salvr,

oollectior: and fro.:: it ate Aid., from Village C o u i i c i l , fr<

the otuuy Club for books, and the Township Tax. The Povmahij

ti:;^: run $848.72 that wat; ir. 1^6 that t':i . all happened.
•pi ,~ + f..ir.ao waii j.or ^ year;
April of 19̂ 6. The Jtud- ,. b Officers were r resident, :.t> .
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ô
01
i~!*
jjj
CD

^j
-f
.

»-j
[...i

O
«.-;

*'-'?
/- ;̂

,.:;.
f— '
o
• f
vt1
»'

(•.
CT'
cl
'̂<

CD
rf
P

"•̂
1
^3
ry
b
p
r.o
^^:•)

Q
3

«:-

P?

W'

•• '

p-
**t
r j*

C

L-..^

'"
!s. •

(̂
«

'• •'.•*
r.-"
f'^



IHHHMi

ewe re'asked to design ar.O print a sign to complement the front of the
•ft!*"1

Community Center. Mr. Young painted it and "r. Stewart

installed it to our satisfaction. Laura. Stewart was elects
' »\2'

the Study lut this year, with Ila^el Finn Vice-President

Secretary-Treasurer. The ^Ibrary hoard still •-onsiste c

Ruth i'lorsc, Catherine Ra< , 71oy Robinette, Edr.r. Shar^ and

At all of the [/!LA meeting::; that we attended each year, our ]

noted fron time to tine, and during that year we paid out for o > : • •

cent lights £25?.00, our salaries were $605.00, our books were $2'-!4.of,

magazines ('?] were &18.."", the Library sign was $23• -:':"i the ""LA Lue

and the registration for lunch at Lansing for six trustees was .p?.

Story Hour was ^IC." and supplies yll.OO, leaving a balance ef -,'! ,"

in our treasury. During December "»ve built anoth< c section of 3] .1 :.

This ti:r>s they were on the northwest v/all, complete to the. window or

side street, and at this time there were just no more available sj i

But in 1 "-•'•}•>• and, ̂  we continued on with our Library growl,

time and more patronage and the Village gave us a lot of help toward c\t things that we took up and it was in this year of 1/~51 that

Charlie Nason made us rolling shelves to serve as more rocn for our voJ

During this year Catherine Race, Barbara Rinfler, rcverly Slue::

Sandra Slusuer '.(i:ite assisted as librarians. Our finance., grew a

always had some left over to start the next year right. Eareen

was elected Fresidpnt of the Study Club in lc^,2 and she had been a

v;orker in all the times and hnd v,'oriced hard to keep thin£ : i ovin. rapj

and in 1952 the Trustee-: thought it v;as a fine idea to ask 1 or 2 ncn J:e

work on tl,r Ooard wit'i us. After much deliberation v:e askod Charle

Drexler ar.O ".ev. Alleii Cray. C-oth men accepted and v;e were most ; ,

tive of theiraooperation in times of need. Kr. Dx-exlei t<;e;c time ' op

for a desk, and when the Trustees went to look at them and select

were most satisfied. In August we selected officers in en ru, as

follows: iresident, lareen Vrable; Vice-President, Caroline Dtguid;

Secretary-Treasurer, i.iabe'll Pabion. This\®£ the same office I had had

since starting in 1°3". ?':ark Ireland and his wife became the official

historians in September cf 1957 ana y;e placed, this was the first year we

placed a na/icplate on the desk of our Librarian. Later In the year th

Chamber of Comraerce paid for 12 lovely scrapbooks marked on the outs:: 0 ct-vec-

with Chesaning history. These books were to be filled with clippi

the Chesaning Argus by the members of the Library Board and Stud} "i-jb.

desk we ordered arrive^ the Village Council v,'as delighted v.dt:' it •_. •

chased a chair to go with it. A;ncng the helpers for the Librarj

year were Bonnie ichultv, hay Schultz and y.ary J?oetchor. iVe had



'

-shipc for all our Trustees each year on the T'LA an-i al oo x»*%̂  nearly every-
one attend each Gprin~ session fave us all a bit of inspiration. Evalua-

tion of the Townch.ip had risen and taxes prc.fited by th'is. Our tax tl:

year was ^~>3"7«££» ao we still had plenty of noney to keep
did like the opace to put up new books. In 1;, 53 Wf-' found oiu Jti

Officers i.'.rs, Kazel ..\arshall, i'rcsiuent; Vice-President, Charlotte ,. '. ;
Secretary-Treasurer, Dorothy ^uyendyk. Our Library Tru.jt..:,., NQ

Vrable, Xazel Marshall, P.uth I'orce, Charlotte wuinn ar/- Mabell ', : n.

The first_ action of t: e ..card was to raise the nalary of the Librar
$1.25 Vri July 1, 1953.

Was that per hour?
Per hour, that -.vac per hour. During 195'i- the ~tudy Club elected

Quinn, President; Vice-President, Adeline Par..hall; i>ecretary-Tro r,
Dorothy Luyendyk, and \vc attendee' the Spring ncetir-c of $5 M&A,

Ithaca, where they had a brand new library. le alc;o attended a
in Flint and many of tha officers from here, hcv. Cray v-;as one ,^
Trustees from Chesaninf at that tine, and I went aloiv;; as one
talkers for the pro^rar of hov/ to make our libraries rrov.. Ii
"back to our copy of Who's Who, v;e vere quite proud^to—fixi**out that
ov/n Chesanin,; nan, L< -on, v.a:. lifted in that. '.'.•' '-< '• ,

the Trustees consulted wit! Mrs. NOOKAN at the 3tate Library about
proper manner to select ear Eorad that they inirht serve on a Lo

more unifonn tena. Since the t,tartln;' of the hoar.1, eacl year the.
President of the Study lut automaticill^ became President of th- Llbr .,

Board, and she appoint';-1 !;he Trustees to serve, visually fro;; th
of the Club. Tiii.-2 \vao not considered proper acccrdiA-" to the State
officials, UG •:••:(• :.-,-• ..-ocoiving; Tov,nchip tax ncncv'. They considei
more official if the Pownchip hoard selected or appointed thr meml ef

our Foard. In l'-'J7 the 7\.-v>,rish!p hoard had asked to b-c : lioved of 'h
burden, ao well as helping tc direct the af'ftdvo of our Library,
taxes vctce'. by the peopl Hence the reaso^- "^or takir.;/ over bhe enti
responsii ilJ +-. Several tines the State asked abor.t the arrai

surest-.I v,c change, but until now tl:0 time did not soe feasible.
brings us up to tne c :ai of 955. vvhich vvu.. another red lei , for i . .
This was the secon-'' red letter-- day and it came on July •',, 1955 - •'" +h
Trustee^ net witi; hr. , Krs, Douglas Peet and we wcr< ;. fortriccl ';h;.J:

ieet Packing oompani wished tc build a library for Chesa; :..'. ..: • :,'
dumbfoundedJ .\, oouldn'-h beliove it! :«ow it was up to us tc ar

a place to ' ild th< ibrary, a:id where v,e wo^U like to ' ;..:.•-

and think 01 hat v;c ,...;•. to really ?et into a nev,


