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Tou know, Mrs. Babion, I told you I was going To com€ back and asgk you
do a tape on the litrary, $6 we'll do that tape today if jou would lile
That will bYe just fine. My krowledge of the carliest of Chesaning Libre
history is taken frcm the old files of the Chesaning Argus. Tn every
community there’'s always a few people who are glad to read rocke and/or

magazines, hut not alway~ able to purchase and keep them. TIn the earl

fad

1880's, when my father was in a general store and lived at 227 S. Front
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Street with m
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or and twe brothers, they took the then popular
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Pierson's Magazine. 1t seemed the neighborgs all knew the day it arriv
e t

and vied with eaclh other to borrow it as soon as my folks had read it.

With $ke several short ctoriese the serial, along with the popular
.q

patterns, it macde cplendid reading., At that time, the townshi

library that was sent in small numbers, along with a bookcane to eac
school district., These were stored in homes in the dictrict for the

of the people. Each schocl had its own separate library for the chilrs

- .

library and I still rave a book that they had printed naming all thelr
books and authors of the time. In thelB89C's the Village ladies formed

While I was in the lcwer grades, the Chesaning School h=d

H

e
v eor
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a Literary Zociety and ad several amusements for the public in o

raise funds to purchase current books. 1In time there were cnouph tc have

. L times
a bookcase in some¢ business place in tewn, and at certalnkd librarian

would be present fo-open for any of the members to borrow boolis, & The

. late SC's brought many women to join the Literary Group The Chosaning
Argus published a woman's supplement edition with its reﬁular paper an:
every woman in the group was given something special to do. Iy mot
Juliette Eliza Waldron was chairman of the Literary Group and

different ladies to suljects pertaining to them. They were alf:

with the State federation. Then came the first World war, and in 1917
all reading was given up to do war work by everyone. It was in the
1920°'s vhen a group of young married women started a Drama Club and met
in the afternoon., At this time I was working in the shoec store owned
operated by my husband and I. Several times I was invited to belons

at last Anna Nason invited me to her home and the temptation was co great

that I went. This was a delightful time. After a time I perguaded +ti:
to have evening meetings, and they electad me Eecre%arj. a
several years. In 1936, Miss Frisch, who was then Countv 3chool Commi:
sioner in Sarincw County, brought a group of books to the old Council

roomgin the water works building on Pine Street, where I'ranl® . .rket ro.
stands. In 1236, in Cectober, we opened in Pcet Center with a set of
shelves for these books. The water works building was anything ‘ot

pleasant piace tec be in, hecause it was piled full of od? +thines +b, 2
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Sauncil used from time to time, or the Village used from time tembzm: '

2

time, and the Council men met there, but the heoks that were trou tt were
hO

o
not very desirable books, and they were old btooks, all of them. T wont
down one da el Walker Bessinger was the librarizn at the tinme worl
ing for the NYA. Then I was just horrified at the condition that thir ©

. were in and at that time I was President of the Chesaning Jtudy Clut and

8ecided that the Study Club should et behind it. So they fmlly agreed an’

cach one of us went out and we tried tec get donations and 4id cverythine
that we possibiy could to further our cause and get some thingzs. In

we opened at Feet's Community Center. We went to the Ccunclil and achad
tiem for shelves to be put up in one of the Council rooms, or cne ¢f %trc

Peet Community Center rooms. They caid that they didn't want theco ols

o v

books up there. wWell we promised them that if they would pive us a

chance, we would have new volumes to put in and we would Lave a decont
odlection of tcoks for them toe serve, and in a months tire we asksd fo:
more shelves to be buillt and now we had about 1270 zecod boo¥s,., Tieo T4

girls who worked for us were Helen Fessinger, Margarct lUcDonagh Jenlnak,

o

now of California, Dorothy Feurstein Adame, mf 3t, Charlcsg, Larian
Knezwich and her sister Doranne Knezwich Chludil, all paid 'y *the YA

and later by the WFA.

Mrs. Babion, wasg this a public Library, could anybody use it?

This was a putlic library, everyhody could come in, and we were delightod
to have everybody use it that could possibly come. The officers of the
Study Club acted as the Library 3Board and after Mabell Rablion was the
vast Tresident she tcok %% over as Fresident of the group each year. Cur
monies came from the 3tate Penal Fines, frop donationc, from sales of ol

>

books and marazines During the am Nﬁxt st rde From 3 tc

s and masazines. uring the summer, ‘only on Satur: from 3 to 7.
Members of the clubs took cver, and in October, 1840 the Wia ~ave [aler
Bessinger tihe job of librarian at 52¢ an‘hour, 3C hours per weck. .r [,
1942 our first State Egualization Tax money came in. The Village populaticn
was now about 18CC, and our Tounship population was 30ul. (ur teachs
began to bring the sclool children into the library for bookz. The VWia
paid Helern until January of 1943 and we hal aske

the Village until we had nmonsy te pay Helen until che
better job in June of 1243. Mre. Mary Ringler came to assict
then Misg Lulu YWarner took over until her health failed her and
November shie guit, Donna Ketchum now tock over, and with Margarct
Brainerd, .- Donna Zastwood grown, Doris Potter Tessin and Jean Dunm
were able tc keep open a few days a week. In May of 19044 Vra. DPorinet

became our Livrarian. This was a red letter day for cur libtrary.| 4 grv

of members appecared tefore the Township Poard in March of 124k, a<ra
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quarter of a wil tax be pu®t on the ballot for the 1ibrary funds. I wiil

now quote from the Argus of March 7, 1645, "Mabell Babion gpresented tle
matter of asking the Township Board to put the matter of z quarter ol «

- ~

mil tax befecre tne veters on april 2, for a Tewnship-Village 13kru:; ey
the Study Club endorsec her suggzestion and the petition waz signed by ali.
The Clut asks everyone to vote yes on the guestion”. This 1o the end

the quote from the article. Then the 5Study Club endorses the alc Lor 1
Library. I now quote from the Argus of March 7 under tie heading: A4sk the
Vote on Library Lelp: "Fetitions awe in circulation for a tuwnship wote on

a quarter of a mil aid" and under this was printed and 1 quote,"itetiticns

are in circulation seeking signatures to the Chesaning Township Ecard ask-
ing the guestion of a Township levy of § mil to be put on the ballot april ..
Such money, if voted, te for the Chesaning Library which serves Loth fre
Village and the Townsiip, and during the last few years has rejllly expa
its bocks and service. It is hoped if the appropriation 1o voted by 1l
people that the library -can be kept open much more that it is posclivic cow.”
During +he time following that we worked hard to get the quartir or o mil.
tax on the vote, and we worked hard to get everytody te vete yes upon 1%,

but we Lad q&éfe a ¥it of help and they considered tk;ik/c:ﬁtdxput.f woulc

be assessed 163% per thousand dollar@ valuation. The Chegarning 3tudy Club,
the ChamYer of CommerCa and many other groups had endorsed the plern arnd The

question is simply yes or no whether it will paus or not. "At this tine,

-
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and since tlie creation of feet Community Center, t
the Library with its lieadquarters, heat and 1light. It is hoped 1

millage appropri: ou8ed to kepp the Library open all zchool Zays,
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ach weekday, to buy more hroocks, ani reull

enlarge the headquarters that the Village if making possible.” 1.
rgus of April 3, the first page, Ffirst column notes that Townchip voted

Library aid. The Pallot is 167 to 135 and this means added gervi t.C
the Township and the wvoters.® Flans for enlarging now croatly gr

we continuc? ¢n until cur one recem in the FPeet ucmmaﬂit; Center wal 20
small that we had ne more room to bulld anything except a movea Pook-

AN
case on rollzors.e So we build that and we had no more rcoom tc wuild ar
r

as muck au was possidie. Then we ewer got meney frem the calvarse i
collection and from Siate Ald, fron / llase Council, fren fi

the Study Ciur for books, and the Township Tax. The Qounship Tus i
time rurn $848.72 - that was in 1744 that this all happened.

Trat was for a ysar?

April of 1G46., Tae Study Club (fficers were rresident, Lr.. )
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7ice~-Fresident, Floy Robinette; Zecretary-Treasurer was Maric Young. ‘
Library Tructees were Zdna Sharp, Beatrice Dietzel, iatell Tahloen, lel

Eettler, Ruth Horse and iiclen Prink. The Workshop for Librarian:z ant

Trustees. was held hy the State and we wworﬁrw home many gogd 1deas Tor ou

Library and in old lhiow our Library was progreccing, bhecoouc

€
year we were able to rcceive more money. This year we were able %
subscription to ¥cCall's for $5.00, 2 years to Flower Crowcr fur Jh.o ., !
to Fellows iagazine for $1.00, 2 yrs. to Popular Science monthly for JZ...,

and.3 yrs. tc Popular Mechanics for $6.50., Then we obtained the latcut

r
Who's Who in america for $15.2C. he dues were paid to MLA

=

unegs of Naticnal Geographics were becund 19 beckz rebicund., e

1 -J .

h rand when we § shed the year. Tloy ohlinette
v&::r i
Study ! b the next year and she wao cur Liaondf

1
also had to jpay fire lnsurance and salaries and we had a malance ¢
T

elected rresident of

) .

€
as the Litrarian and did so much tec kelp out in deing our different thing o,
During this time we thought of having bockmarks, and we obituined 27 cf

them with no cost to us. Five places of business were adverticel c¢r then,

and this went cver in a big way with the children hecause muony of then neve:
had had a bookmark befcre. Then we went to a district meell of 1} oy

held in Zay City for .itrarians and Trustees. After those mectings .« had
still more anticipationsof what we could do and our receipts for Jtatc al
and fines werc gradually amounting fo more and more. We had lousht =
books, with all the rest of things in the following year. Cur firarcc
were good, everyboedy was working for it, and during the cudmror montt

e . . onidren .

Helen Frink conducted a Story Houraon 3Saturday afternccns at the Li'rary.
It was well attended and we considered it a success. with school churti
in September, we were open at the noon hour with Joan Neuman helpin, . 1:

ordering our becoks, we tried to supplement the volumeo ir tle cehwocl libra
+

and asked for lists from the

N

teachers. ly in April of 134¢ we tock into

Ear
consideration ocur inadecuate lighting system and we decided it was tino 1

install fluorescent lirhts. We agked the Village Courcil about them, arnd
they offered tc take cure of them 1T we installed them at our expence.

- - - - \q—-—@
After searching, we Pﬁswwbu found Herbert Rishop, then in business here or

Front Straet, install 6 fixtures with B f£t. tubes. New it war almert ‘rpes-
sible to remember how dilficult it was to find books with th
This year thc Michi
of this to go t

o)
education, hut the Lirrarian's dues remained the samec. A business withguot

e
an Library Association raised its dues to 32.°1, 1.

the Marian Packard fund for the furtherance of the Truzts

a sign 1s nov a mark of progression, and now the Trusteées thousht 1%
time to place « Library sign on uur doorx. John Stewart fron the Acrs
Welding Company «iid Cralian Young, a sign painter for Feet Jacuwins Company,
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of the Faet

were asked to design and print a sign to complement the fron "
1

Community Center. !ir. Young painted it and Mr. Stewart had designed w
installed i% to our satisfaction. Laura 3tewart was elected Irecident of
the Study Clut this year, with Hazel Finn Vice-Fresident and caroTMlusy
Secretary-Treasurer. The Library Board still consisted of llabell Fakion,
Ruth liorse, Catherine Race, Floy Robinette, Edna Skarp and selen Jettler,
At all of the MLA meetings that we att

noted from time to time, and during that year we paid out For our Ffluorer-
cent lights $257.00,

maZazines (9 /were $18.00, the Library sign was $23.00, the MLA Lues 0.

ended cach year, our progress was

ur salaries were $605.00, our beoks vere 244,70, our

Lo B @

and the registration for lunch at Lansing for six trustees was $7.00. The
Story Hour was $10.00 and supplies $11.00, leaving a balance of 31,21 .24
in our treasury, During December we bullt another section of sghelves.
This tix they were on the northwest wall, complete to the window or the
side gtreet, and at thics time there were Jjust no more available

)
i

But in 1349 and 50 we continued on with our Litrary growing 11 the
time and more patronare and the Village gave us a lot of help toward cu

different things that we took up and it was in this year of 1551 that

. Charlie Nason made us”?olling‘shelves to serve as more room for our volumes,
During this year Catherine Race, Darbara Ringler, Beverly 3Slusgsser ar
Sandra Slusser White assicted as librarians. 0Obr finances pgrew and we
always had some left over to start the next year right. ‘Kareen Vratle
was elected Fresident of the Study Club in 1652 and she had teen a greast
worker in &1l the times and had worked hard to keep trings moving rapicl
and in 1952 the Trustees thoucht it was a fine idea to ask 1 or 2 men *c
work on the Roard with us. After much deliteration we asked Charlsc
Drexler and Rev, Allen Craye. 2oth men accepted and we were mest cpprecia-
tive of theireoperaticn in times of need. Mr. Drexler tcck time tc shop
for a desk, and when the Trustees went to lcok at them wund select

were most satisfied. In August we selected officers in cur group ac
follows: IPresident, Karcen Vrable; Vice-President, Caroline Juguid;
Secretary-Treasurer, llabtell Rabion. This wes the same office I had hal
since starting in 1°237. Mark Ireland and his wife became the officizi

historians in September of 1957 and we placed, this was the first yeoar e
placed a nameplate on the desk of our Librariane Later in the ycar the

Chamber of Commerce paid for 12 lovely scrapbooks marked on the outc® e cever
with Chesaning listory. These tooks were to be filled with clippirss from
5 : % The . o
the Chesaning Arzus by *fc members of the Library Board an! Situd lub. The
ed

desk we order

=
cr
+

arris e* the Village Council was delighted
chased a chair to go with it. Among the helpers feor the Libtrarian thi

4

year were Fonnie Schultz, Kay Schultz and Mary Roetcher. e had me?
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wiﬁfﬂc for all our Trucstees each year on the MLA and also%¢kh3near1; cyary-
“one attend each Spring sesnsion gave us all a kit of inspiraticn. ZIZvalua-
tion of the Township had risen and taxes profited by this. Our “ax tlis
year was $1,307.28, so we still had plenty of money to k&of oing but we
did like the space to put up new books., In 1953 we und ocur Jtu Cclw
O0fficers lirs. Hazel larshall, fresident; Vice-FPresident, Charlotte wuirnng
Secretary-Treasurer, Dorothy Luyendyk. Our Litrary Trucstees were Kareen
Vrable, Hazel Marshall, Ruth Morce, Charlotte Quinn and llabell Iabion.
The first action of tre Zoard was to raise the salary of the Librarian to
$1.25 ?ﬁJulv 1. 1953, |
Was that per hour?
Per hour, that wac per hour, During 1954 the Ztudy Clutr elected ChLariot®
Quinn, President; Vice-President, Adeline Parshall; Secretary-Treacurer,
Dorothy Luyendyk, and we attended the Spring meeting of #5 MEA, 'c¢l.) ot
Ithaca, where they had a hrand nev library. We also attended a eti
in Flint afid many of thz officers from here, fev. fray was one of *the
Trustees from Chesaning at that time, and I went along as one ol 1L '
talkers for the program of how to make our libraries grow. In referring
wWhen we $ou
back to our copy of iro's Who, we were quite proudhto—findacut ! our
own Chesanins man, Loe Ferden, was listed in that. MNow during b s
the Tructees consulted with Mrs. NOONAN at the Jtate Litrary atout
proper manner to select our Porad that they might serve on a lor «r =z
more uniforn tem Sinece the starting of the Zoard, cacl rear the
President of the Study (1lub automatically became President of the Likrar;
Board, and she appointed the Trustees to serve, usually from the me 4
of the Club., This was not considered proper accerding to the State
officials, as we were receiving Township tax money They considered Lt
more official if the Township FToard selected or appointed thn me of
our Beard. In 1¢37 the Tovnship Toard had asked to be relicved of thut
burden, as weil as helping to direct the affairs of our Library, even tie
taxes vetod the peopla. llence the reason Tormzaking over the 1
esponsitility. Several times the State asked about the arrangemente a3
suggested we chanze, hut until now the time did not scen feazitble Thiic
brings us up to the yecar of 1955, which was another red letter Z2ay for uco.
Thie was the second rc? laotter day and it came on July &, 195¢ oy £1
Trustees met with !'r. & Mrs. Douplas Peet and we were inform that
Peet Packins cvompany wished t¢ build a Library for Chesaning. We we &
dumbfounded! e coulirn't bellove it! Now it was up to uy to sea fo2
a placc to Tuild the Livrary, and where we would like to lave it [
and think of at we were ¢ to really zet into a new librory 1



